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or apprehension, for which she could not account, and had not 
the slightest reason. Her habits had been always temperate, 
and her circumstances comfortable; her husband being a re- 
spectable English groom. 
In all these eases, and several others I have met, I could 
always trace the disease to some engorgement of the chylo-poietic 
viscera, and, in fact, I always considered the disease as a modi- 
fication of hypoehondriasis, aggravated by peculiar circum- 
stances, the nervous ystem being over-exerted by atmospheric 
influence, while the biliary and digestive was deranged at the 
same time. 
The treatment I have generally found to succeed best is 
a modification of mercurial and vegetable purgatives, with a 
modified anodyne and stimulating system of treatment. Under 
this plan I have generally found my patients recover, or at least 
obtain relief. Some miserable ases of self-destruction a d in- 
sanity have, however, come under my notice, which I may detail 
in my next, with notice of the Medical Institutions of Tuscany 
and tile Papal States. 
ART. XI I . - -On the dark abdominal Line, and the _Formation 
of an umbilical Areola, as Signs of Delivery; in a Letter 
to the Editor of the Dublin Medical Journal. By W. F. 
MONTGOMEaY, M.D., Professor of Midwifery in the King 
and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland. 
Sm,--My attention was, within the last few days, called by a 
well-informed pupil, at present attending my lectures, to a very 
useful Paper, by Dr. Rose Cormack, in the London and Edin- 
burgh Medical Journal for last February, on the dark line occa- 
sionally observable on the abdomen of pregnant and puerperal 
women, extending from the pubes to the umbilicus, and, some- 
times, thence to tile ensitbrm cartilage, " showing that it often 
depends on other causes than recent delivery ;" in which, aftcr 
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asserting that Mr. Turner was the first who directed attention to 
this mark, he adds : " In Dr. Montgomery's work on tile Signs 
and Symptoms of Pregnancy, there is possibly obscure allusion 
made to it, when this author says : ~ In some cases there is also 
to be seen, extending between these two points, a brown line, of 
about a quarter of an inch in breadth, especially in women of 
dark hair and strongly coloured skin.' It does not, however, 
dearly appear from the eontext, that Mr. Turner was anticipated 
by this distinguished author." And again, at page 130, in a 
review of Dr. Campbell's recent work, my notice of this subject 
is spoken of as an "' obscure allusion, if allusion at all, it can be 
called." 
In Mr. Turner's Paper, which was published in August, 1842, 
in ttle same Journal, he distinctly claims priority to all others, in 
formally noticing this peculiar mark as among the signs of de- 
livery ; to which claim, I am quite ready to believe that he con- 
seientiously thought himself entitled ; but, I must add, that the 
claim was incautiously made, because he might, with very little 
trouble, have satisfied himself, by a reference to my work on the 
Signs of Pregnancy and Delivery, to which he 1,as referred in 
the course of his Paper, that I had distinetly noticed the matter, 
five years before. 
Now, Sir, whether my notice of this peculiar sign was so 
obscure, as to render it doubtfid whether I referred to it at all 
or not, as implied in the above statements, I must leave to you and 
others to determine, when I shall have laid before you the pas- 
sages in which it is mentioned. I will only say, that if they are 
to be considered only as obscure, or equivocal allusions, I shall 
be more thau ever at a loss to know what would be considered 
as distinct. 
At page 296 of my work, above referred to, after describing 
the broken streaks, pearl-coloured lines, and other marks found 
on the abdomen after delivery, I have said : " These marks are 
sometimes accompanied bya brown line, extending from the 
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pubes to the umbilicus, which will be noticed more particularly 
presently." 
At page 304, after again noticing these broken lines on the 
surface of the abdomen, it is added : " In some cases there is, 
also, to be seen extending between these two points a brown 
line of about a quarter of an inch in breadth, especially in wo- 
men of dark hair and strongly coloured skin." 
And again, at p. 307, this mark is, a third time, mentioned 
in these words : " The brown line sometimes found extending 
from the pubes to the umbilicus is only of occasional occur- 
rence, 8fc." 
Now, Sir, I should think, that after the perusal of these pas- 
sages, few, who attach the ordinary meaning to the term " con- 
text," will be found to adopt the opinion of Dr. Cormack, that 
" it does not clearly appear from the context" that Mr. Turner 
was anticipated by me, in the description of this dark abdominal 
line, as an occasional, but not constant sign, observable in puer- 
peral women. 
With regard to my claim to priority in the description of this 
peculiar appearance, all I will venture to say is, that as far as 
my reading and research ave enabled me to ascertain, it was 
not enumerated among the signs of delivery by any author, pre- 
vious to the publication of my notice of it in my work, in June, 
1837. No mention of it, as among the signs of delivery, is to be 
found in Beck's Medical Jurisprudence, up to that date; nor 
did it appear in that very comprehensive work until the edition 
of 1842, when, after describing the linece albicantes, it is noticed, 
for the first time, in these words : " Along with these, Dr. Mont- 
gomery (pp. 304,307) has sometimes noticed a brown line, of 
about a quarter of an inch in breadth extending from the um- 
bilicus to the pubes, especially in women of dark hair and 
strongly coloured skin."* Which quotation, occurring in a 
work so universally known and read, as Beck's is, could hardly 
* See Sixth Edition, 1842, p. 171, Note, 
VOL. XXV. NO. 74.  2 Q 
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have been expected to escape the attention of any one writing 
expressly on this subject in the two subsequent years. 
In conclusion, I beg to observe, that I have in a few instances 
observed accompanying the dark abdominal ine, another ap- 
pearance of a similar kind, not hitherto described by any one, as 
far as I am aware. It consists in a dark-coloured circle, or 
areola, surrounding the umbilicus, extending in breadth about 
a quarter ofan inch all round that part, and in general, but not 
always, varying in depth of tint according to the colour of the 
hair, eyes, and skin of the woman. Unlike the mammary areola, 
there is no turgescence or elevation of it above the surface of 
the surrounding skin, neither are there any prominent follicles 
upon its disk. One specimen of this I saw within the last few 
days, in a lady with very dark hair and eyes, who had just given 
birth to a child, which, there was every reason to believe, had 
been dead nearly a month. The abdominal ine was faintly 
marked, as was also the circle around the umbilicus, and tile 
mammary areola looked faded. The first time I observed this 
appearance was in 1840, and it was its extreme depth of colour 
which arrested my attention, while in the act of adjusting a 
binder on the patient. It is of much less frequent occurrence 
than the dark abdominal ine, but I have never as yet seen it, 
except in the puerperal woman. Whether it is ever produced 
under circumstances unconnected with pregnancy, remains, as f~r 
as I know, to be determined by more extended observation. 
The following are the conclusions, in reference to this dark 
line, to which my observations have led me : 
1. It is generally, but not always, present in puerperal wo- 
men, and in women advanced in pregnancy. 
2. It is occasionally visible at early periods of gestation. I 
saw it faintly, but quite perceptibly marked in a lady with very 
dark hair and eyes, who had just miscarried in the second 
month. Consequently 
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3. When it is visible, it is no proof of the woman having 
been delivered at an advanced period of gestation, or of a viable 
child, as supposed I~y Mr. Turner. 
4. It is occasionally observable in states altogether uncon- 
nected with gestation. In one case, I saw it distinctly marked in 
a girl of about ten years of age, who was affected with mesen- 
terie disease ; and in another instance, I found it well developed 
in a lady labouring under ovarian turnouts and enlarged liver. 
5. Its depth of colour is, in general, proportioned to the 
darkness of the hair, eyes, and skin ; but to this, there are many 
exceptions. 
6. It is, in general, more strongly eoloured, and more dis- 
tinctly defined, aday or two after delivery, than before or during 
labour. 
7. Its shade and depth of eolour are apt to vary at different 
times, in the same case, without any obvious or intelligible 
cause. 
8. I have not seen the umbilical areola exeept at the time 
of mature delivery ; but I take for granted, as a matter of course, 
that it may, like the dark llne, be observed uring gestation. 
" I remain, Sir, your's very truly, 
W. F. MOr~ZOOM~.RY. 
Molesworth-street, 
3rd .4pril, 1844. 
